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Re: Leiter of Suppert for TIGER Grant, Androscoggin Valley Consortium
Pavement Management Program

[ write in suppor! of the Androscoggin Valley Consortium request for TIGER Grant
funds 1o support the execution of an innovative pavement rehabilitation and management
program in the economically disadvaniaged region of northern New Hampshire. The City
of Berlin, the Town of Gorham, the Town of Shelburne. the Town of Milan. and the
‘Fown of Colebrook have partnered with the New Hampshire Department of
Transportation 1o bring an integrated approach to restoring and matntaining connectivity
in the region.

Prior to the reeent economic downtorn, the Androscoggin Valley was by far the most
ceonvmically distressed region in the state due 1o the closing of the major pulp and paper
mills. More recently, addilional plants have closed including the recent shutdown ol the
Wavsawe pulp mill in Groveton and an Ethan Allan [ucility employing 500 hundred skilbed
workers. In July of this year, U.S, Deparunent of Labor reported that New Hampshire
was one of three small states to experiepce a statistically significam employment loss in
June. The City of Berlin and the Town of Colebrook have the highest unemployment
rates in the slate.

A TIGER grant would create jobs to reslore a key transportation network in the short
tenm and establish a financially and envirenimentally sustainable program to maintain a
network work of roads that are vita] for current and new businesses in tourism and
renewable energy in 1he region,

TIGER grant funds would provide resources needed to bring this network now in
extremely poor condition to a state of good repair. Onee restored and a pavement
management program --- not just a plan --- is in place, the lifecycle costs of these
fucilities will be gremly reduced. The pavement program will position these communitics
1o shill permanently from expensive capital construction programs 1o cost cfieclive
mzantenance programs. The savings in debt service from one modest capital project could
fund the maintenance of these roads. Without TIGER funds, the region will only be able
lo miske spot repairs.
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This road netwark is a perfect candidate for cutting edge rehabiliiation techniques based
on reeycting crumbled asphalt. Recyeled pavement applications pulverize pavement,
process it on site, and replace it in the roadway. Not only arc the needs for new petroleum
and apgregate inputs reduced 1o almost nothing, hut emissions from transportation are
reduced as well.

This project is ready to po. A baseline engineering assessment establishing priorities for
rehabilitation work and initial cost assessments and a regional funding plan are in place.
Intensive reliahilitation can starl at the heginning of next vear’s construction scason.

[ ask you to join me in supporting a TIGER discretionory grant to the City of Berlin on
behal £ of the Androscopgin Consortium (or an integrated pavement maintenusnce and
management program in the region. 1 commit i work with you to enswre this prinme
cconomic development apportunity for northern New Hampshire.
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