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HTATE OF NEw HAMPSHIRE
ExccurivE COUNGiL
Srate House Roow 207
CONCORD, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03301

e {603) 271-36832 FAX: 271-3823
= Joun M. Lynes, GovEBNOR
Cepoutive CouneLons: Flarnvone 8, BurTown donm D, Brea
Baverey A, HoluneweYH Ravmonn J. Wisczonrex Desors 8. Pianareuy

Sentember 4, 2009
Ta Whom It May Concerru

Ag Executive Councilor for Distrdet One, [ write in support of the application being
susmitted by the City of Beriin, the Town of Gorham, the Town of Bhellnirne, the Town
of Colebronk, the Toww: of Milan and the New Hampshire Depervment of Transportation
for a grant for Transsortation lnvesiment Generating Economic Recovery (“TIGER?)
funding. This road pavement rehabilitation and managerment program project deals
with the paved reads in this economically stressed region of rural nerthern of New
Harnpshire. This region of New Hampshiire, prior to the sconomic downturn, was
already by far the most economically distressed region in the state due to the closing of
the major pulp and paper mills that had been the econcmic engine of the region for &
contury earlier. Berlin and Colebrook, NH have the highest unemployment rates in the
s{ats.

Berause of the ecanomic decimation in this region, the paved streets and roads i ihe
Ciev of Berlin and the surrounding towe have been deteriorating for many years and
surrently are, in many cases, in & state total disrepair. The closest interstate is 1-93
some 43 miles away. The future of this reglon is highly dependent on & rural road
system that must be raised fiom its current patchwork condition to a reliable system
that affords mobility through the region. The ability to attract and retain people and
husiness is highly dependent on & first class raral road netwark.

This project will take a "hest pracuice’ approach to refurbighing these paved roads tv a
sipndard and then managing thelr continued maintenance in & & mare cost edficient
wey in the future which will reault in a substantally lower cost of conlinued
malntenancs . The communities will benefiv tremendously from this major irnprovement
8 Their tranaportation infrastructure making them more marketable o outside
Businedees,

This project demanstrates what can be accomplished when tha municipelities in a
region work together with jocal and state offices to accomplish an important regional
fmprovernent, 1t s this kind of collaborarion that makea this preject stand cud
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