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Memo

To:

Berlin City Council
From:

Jim Wheeler, City Manager
Date:

1/5/2015
Re:

City Manager’s Report 
1. The Fire Department has a new water rescue boat available for water rescues.  The boat was one of the items funded in the 2015 Capital Improvement Plan.
2. The Fire Department’s application for replacement/upgrade of the vehicle exhaust system at the Fire Station has been approved by FEMA.  The Department is now working on the bid documents for the project which is estimated to cost $47,000.
3. FEMA has announced that the upcoming round of SAFER Applications.  Applications will be received between February 9, 2015 and March 6, 2015 by the Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program.
4. The City is soliciting bids for a catch basin vacuum and sewer jet truck.  We have allowed provisions for new, used or lease/purchase vehicle pricing.  These bids are due January 15, 2015.
5. The City received bids for asbestos abatement for properties at 32 and 52 Ottawa Street and 155 Willow Street.  There were three bidders with Acadia Contractors came in as the low bidder with a bid of $39,100.  Once the abatement work is done, bids will go out for demolition of the properties.

234 Main Street has been delayed for the time being.  We plan to coordinate the demolition when PSNH lowers the water above Smyth Hydro in the fall.
6. Berlin Emergency Medical Services has issued the City a check in the amount of $26,416.66.  This is equivalent to one month of the City subsidy to BEMS.  Chris Dubey of BEMS indicates that they have had a good year financially.  Even though there is no contractual requirement for them to return the subsidy they feel it is the appropriate thing to do.
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