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Memo

To:

Berlin City Council
From:

Jim Wheeler, City Manager
Date:

3/02/2015
Re:

City Manager’s Report 
1. Berlin EMS has submitted their annual report and financials to the City.  Their call volume rose from 1506 calls in 2013 to 1708 calls in 2014.  They advised that they will likely seek a rate adjustment in the spring to best capture Medicare revenues based on the most current rates.

2. March starts a new round of energy savings from our electric supplier with a rate of 6.999 cents per KWh from March through November.

3. On Tuesday February 24th, Eversource Energy presented the City a ceremonial check for $72,100.51.  This amount represents the total amount paid to the City for the installation of energy efficient equipment at the Wastewater Treatment Facility.  Attached is Eversource’s Green Page which estimates energy savings as well as reductions in greenhouse gas and acid rain contaminants.

4. The Recreation Dept. has been notified by the USDA that their pre-application for a $2,400 grant to be used for the construction of playground structures has been approved.  A final decision on this grant is expected sometime this Month.

5. Ms. Elaine Hardie, a former Berlin High Student, has requested that a college scholarship be set up in her name for Berlin High School Students.  She is donating $10,000 for the fund and suggests that scholarships be given in an amount of $1,000 annually.  The scholarship will be for students who are in the top 25% of their class and who have studied and will continue to study a western language, preferably French.

6. The Androscoggin Valley Chamber of Commerce Annual Dinner and Meeting will be held this Friday March 6th beginning at 5:00 PM at the Town and County Inn.  Governor Hassan is expected to attend.

7. The City Manager’s budget is available on the web site at 

http://www.berlinnh.gov/Pages/BerlinNH_Manager/cmbudget 

Legislative Items

· House will vote on HB 192 on Wednesday March 4, 2015.  HB 192 prohibits use of DRA 83-f utility values.
· House will vote on HB 224 on Wednesday March 4, 2015.  HB 224 is the Pollution Control Exemption repeal legislation.
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