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Memo

To:

Berlin City Council
From:

Jim Wheeler, City Manager
Date:

4/6//2015
Re:

City Manager’s Report 
1. An article regarding the Cell House Superfund site recently appeared in Science Daily.  A copy is attached.
2. Our request for the Berlin Beautification Project was accepted by the FCI Berlin.  This is the program that will employ a supervisor for a crew of inmates that will go about doing a lot of the beautification projects that we don’t get to in the spring and summer months including mowing, trimming, litter pick up, and weed control to name a few.

3. The City has received confirmation of grant approval for $2,400 for two USDA summer Food Program food shelters.  

4. Attached is an updated Revaluation Schedule and brief report on progress to date.  The conversion from AVITAR’s software to VISION has and continues take time.  There have been no issues that have not been overcome.  As a result the revaluation time line has shifted.  The updated schedule currently maintains the original deadline.
5. The City has recently submitted a State Aid Grant request to the NHDES for the Inflow and Infiltration Reduction Project Phase I, Contract 2.  The grant requested is $155,384.46.

6. In consultation with Wright-Pierce the City has prepared and sent the attached letter to EPA Region 1.  The letter provides comment on proposed NPDES permit restrictions that EPA has included in our draft permit.  There is nothing overly onerous in the proposed regulations however we do not see any benefit coming from some of the added testing and limitations that are proposed.  Therefore we are expressing our position against their inclusion in the permit.
7. Demolition of 155 Willow and 52 Ottawa were recently completed. Final site work including loaming and seeding will be done this spring.   The asbestos abatement of 32 Ottawa was completed this past Friday and demolition was completed today April 6th.
8. Legislative Items – As widely reported SB 30, the Balsam’s financing bill, was passed unanimously by the Senate.  Senate Bill 547, the Pole Tax bill, may be voted on by the House Ways and Means Committee this week on Tuesday.  The Committee is also likely will vote on HB 192, DRA Utility Value Bill, when they meet.  HB1, the House version of the State budget.  This bill includes many cuts to municipalities.  Attached are two tables provided by the NHMA.  One shows the estimated impact to the State overall and is listed by funding category.  The other estimates the impact to each community.  The reduction in aid to the City of Berlin for the biennium is $642,893.  $469,656 of this comes from State Aid Grants for Sewer and Water Infrastructure.  Other reductions include the Meals and Rooms Tax, FEMA Grants and the Highway Block Grants.
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