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Memo

To:

Berlin City Council
From:

Jim Wheeler, City Manager
Date:

5/18/2015
Re:

City Manager’s Report 
1. The City Clerk will be staggering lunch hours within the department in order to keep the City Clerk’s window open between noon and 1 pm.  Certain items, such as dog license sales, pick up this time of year and this change is expected being made to accommodate public. 

2. The City has received notification from the NHDES that our request for an Expedited Review of Wetlands and Alteration of Terrain Permits for the Hutchins St. Extension has been approved.  This approval will help us maintain the project schedule.
3. The City received two responses to it request for bulk fuel on May 12th.  Pricing was as follows:
Bidder
Fuel Type
Unit Price

CN Brown
Bulk

$2.199/gallon



Local

$2.299/gallon

Burke

Bulk

$2.268/gallon



Local

no bid

This pricing should yield about a $100,000 reduction in the FY16 Budget expenses.
4. On Friday May 15, 2015 the City received one proposal for annual assessing services.  The lone respondent was KRT Appraisal.  The Board of Assessors will be reviewing the proposal at their May 19th meeting.
5. New Hampshire Business Review published an article on the economic impact of OHRV’s in the North Country on May 14, 2015.  The article can be viewed at:
http://www.nhbr.com/May-15-2015/Let-em-Ride/#.VVlG0plpED8.facebook
A copy is also attached.
6. On May 12, 2015 Judge D. O’Neil, III, presiding in Belknap Superior Court, ruled on the New Hampshire Electric Cooperative (NHEC), Inc. v. Town of Gilmanton.  The case stems from a disagreement over the valuation of electric distribution facilities within Gilmanton.  The judge upheld the methodology and valuation of Mr. George Sansoucy, appraiser for the Town, while giving very little weight to the values produced by the NHEC and DRA appraisers.  This decision is a positive outcome for all of the communities involved in pole and distribution facility assessing cases.
7. Attached is the annual Municipal Water Use tabulation provided by Berlin Water Works.

8. Attached are the pertinent sheets from the NHDOT Red Listed Bridges Report.  The City has two bridges that are red listed.  One on Cole St. and one on Hillside Ave.  Both are over the Dead River.  The Cole St. Bridge is actually in good to very good condition.  It is red listed for a capacity rating issue.  The Hillside Ave. Bridge is scheduled for replacement.  The NHDOT also notes work needed by NHDOT on a Rte. 110 bridge that is outside the Urban Compact.

9. The Building Trades Program of the Berlin Regional Career and Technical Center will be holding an open house on May 27, 2015 at the newly constructed Gilbert Street Recreation Building.  The time of the event is from 4:00pm to 6:00pm.  Mayor and Council are invited to attend.

10. The Senate Finance Committee is currently undertaking budget recommendations for several state agencies and programs.  The NHMA testimony cites the following as their priority issues:

· restore funding for municipal highway and bridge aid, as promised when the gas tax was increased last year
· restore the catch-up formula for the meals and rooms tax distribution to move municipalities closer to their statutory 40% share, and 
· appropriate the state aid grant (SAG) funds necessary to pay the state’s share of local water and wastewater projects as required by statute.
The testimony can be viewed at:


https://www.nhmunicipal.org/Resources/LegislativeBulletin/83
168 Main Street
Berlin, NH  03570
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