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Memo

To:

Berlin City Council
From:

Jim Wheeler, City Manager
Date:

7/6/2015
Re:

City Manager’s Report 
1. Edrest Properties (Jonathan Edwards) has been ordered to appear in court for a hearing to be held July 29, 2015 at 11:30 a.m. in the Berlin Court.  This stems from the judgement of 8/15/2013 where Mr. Edwards was ordered to pay $3,817.14 to the City.
2. The Child Advocacy Center has partnered with the Berlin PD and Gold House Pizza to help raise awareness of Child Abuse Prevention.  On Monday July 13 pizza from Gold House will be delivered by the Berlin Police to raise awareness and to generate tips/donations which will be donated to the Child Advocacy Center.
3. North Country Council’s Draft 2015 Transportation Plan is available at 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BxYcWmWiu4GtdVB6ZkJWc080VW8/view.  Planned Improvements and Priorities listed in the Transportation Plan are attached.
4. The City opened bids for Asbestos Abatement of 32 Corbin St, 79 Seventh St, 108 High St., and 466 Burgess St.  The low bid was from EnviroVantage of Epping, NH with a bid of $33,550.  The bid sheet is attached.
5. There were 23 Properties were taken by Tax Deed on May 8, 2015 which included the following profile:
a. 5 -  Land only

b. 11 – Single Family Homes

c. 6 – Multi Family Properties

d. 1 – Commercial property

As of 7/6/15,   3 single family homes were repurchased.   The number of projected demolitions includes 4 single family homes & all 6 multi-family properties.
6. The Public Works Department has been utilizing a night crew to complete annual street markings.  This work is projected to require less effort this week.  Employee resources are planned to be re-directed to pothole and street repairs later this week.
7. Under cover letter dated June 19, 2015 the City Finance Department received notification from the State Department of Safety Division of Motor Vehicles of the results of the City’s annual DMV Audit.  The audit finds the City to be compliance with DMV standards.  A copy of the audit report is attached.
8. In recent BTLA decisions regarding cases between the NHEC and Public Service and multiple municipalities the BTLA held that State utility values produced for purposes of RSA 83F are not produced for the purposes of municipal valuation.  Rather it upholds each community’s authority under NH law to produce its own valuations of utilities using accepted valuation methods.  These decisions support the NHMA stance (including the City of Berlin) that 83F values should not be allowed as evidence in tax abatement cases.
9. HB 547 (Pole Tax Bill) and HB 192 (Use of DRA Valuation Bill) both essentially died during the legislative session.  A committee of the Assessing Standards Board is currently studying both bills with the intent of issuing a report for use by the Legislature in the next session.
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