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Memo

To:

Berlin City Council
From:

Jim Wheeler, City Manager
Date:

12/15/2014
Re:

City Manager’s Report 
1. NH Fish and Game has notified Eric Kaminsky that their moose tagging project will resume January 12.  Helicopter crews will tranquilize moose from the air, then descend to draw blood, count ticks, and collar each animal.
2. In a major victory for municipalities, the New Hampshire Supreme Court ruled today that the legislature did not violate the federal or state constitutions in 2011 when it increased the contribution rates paid by employee members of the New Hampshire Retirement System. A copy of the court's opinion is attached.
Several state and local employees had challenged the legislation, claiming that the retirement system statute, RSA 100-A, somehow constituted a contract between the state and employees, and that the state therefore could not increase the employee rates without their consent. 
3. We have been notified by Primex, our liability insurer that they have decided to add up $75,000 of coverage for qualifying sewer back-ups which damage property in the City.   Historically these costs have had to be paid out of pocket.  Given that these damages can range in the tens of thousands of dollars, this is very welcome news. 

4. The Finance Department has notified me that there are a total of eight post audit journal entries.  These entries are both minor in form and number.  They are indicative of a highly skilled and professional Finance staff led by a highly skilled and professional Finance Director and Tax Collector.  I wanted to take a moment to recognize what an asset the Finance Department is to the City with results such as this. 

5. A Draft Engineering Study of the Hutchins Street Reconstruction has been submitted by HEB to the NHDOT for review.  They study analyzes several alternatives and their associated construction cost.  The recommended preferred alternative includes reconstruction of Hutchins Street within the existing alignment.  Once the study is approved and finalized HEB will be able to proceed with final design with the intent of bidding for construction as early as possible next year.
6. Recreational Hockey starts the first week of January.  There are two age levels, Mites for ages 5-10 and Bantams ages 10-16.  The cost is $75.00 and the program is on Saturday morning for eight weeks.  Give the Recreation Department a call at 752-2010 for more information.

7. The municipal election is in 2015 and Debbie Patrick has put together the attached information for anyone interested in an elected position.   
8. Public Works’ service request system is in place.  A system generated report is attached detailing PWD calls from December 1 to today.
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