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Memo

To:

Berlin City Council
From:

Jim Wheeler, City Manager
Date:

7/21/2014
Re:

City Manager’s Report 
1. Public Service of NH notified the City of their plan to lower the water level above the Smith Hydro dam on the Androscoggin River.  They will drain the canal and lower the water level approximately seven feet below normal from August 3, 2014 through September 25, 2014.  Water levels will be restored to normal upon completion of their work.

2. The Jericho ATV Festival will prove to be an event to be remembered.  A schedule of events is attached.

3. Angela Martin Giroux was notified that the Berlin Health Department has received The Patient Satisfaction Award of Distinction which is presented annually to home health organizations subscribed to Fazzi's Patient Satisfaction Service that have demonstrated superior performance in overall patient satisfaction results. These national best practice agencies are proven leaders and have placed in the top 25% of Fazzi's patient satisfaction national database based on a comparative analysis of overall satisfaction.  Congratulations to the Berlin Health Department staff.
4. On July 16th, the Governor and Council authorized the Community Development Finance Authority to award a grant to the City of Berlin, NH, in the amount of $500,000 to assist with continued implementation of the Neighborhood Revitalization Project activity. The grant is effective July 16, 2014 through June 30, 2016 and is100% Federal Funds.  The Housing Department will administer the grant.
5. The July 16th hearing in which the City is seeking injunctive relief for the unpermitted uses of properties on Jericho Road by Mr. Paul Croteau was postponed to next month.  

6. The first course of paving was placed on Hutchin’s St. last week. Curbing installation is scheduled for this week to be followed by sidewalk construction, final paving a, landscaping and final adjustments.
7. The OHRV trail through Dead River Park has been re-routed along Granite St., York St. and Hillside Ave.  This re-routing has been done to avoid a deteriorating trail bridge that is within the Park.  The bridge is one that is slated for repair by the White Mountain Ridge Runners.  The re-routing will also facilitate OHRV traffic around a portion of the Rte. 110 construction.
8. A fire occurred at 106 Pleasant St. at 3:54 AM on Friday July 18, 2014. The cause of the fire remains underdetermined at this time although the fire appears to have started in the rear of the building. Nearby buildings were protected and the fire was considered under control at 7:06 AM.  Mutual Aid was requested, however, due to an incident in the mutual aid community, they were not able to respond before the Berlin Fire Department had the fire under control.
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