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Memo

To:

Berlin City Council
From:

Jim Wheeler, City Manager
Date:

7/7/2014
Re:

City Manager’s Report 
1. PILT National Forest.  The City received a PILT payment of $42,501.00 for US Forest Service Land in Berlin.  This is an increase of about $3,200 from last year.
2. Demo 1051 Main Street.  Bids were open June 19 at 2:00 p.m. for demolition of 1051 Main Street (former Sunny Rooms).  Douglas Jones of Cross Excavation was the low bidder at $19,945

3. The City’s FY 2015 fuel oil needs will be provided by CN Brown.  They bid $3.219 for bulk delivery and $3.319 for local.
4. Playgrounds are now open from 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Monday – Friday.  There are supervised games, crafts and USDA lunch and snacks for all school age children.  Lunch 12:00 – 1:00 p.m. and snacks 2:30 – 2:45 p.m.  USDA Summer Food program is an equal opportunity provider and employer.    Parks included are: Friendship Park, 115 Mason Street; Brown School Norway Street; Central Park @ Community Field, Hutchins Street; and Brookside Park on Maynesboro Street.

5. Ms. Dori Ducharme recently donated $250 Recreation and Parks Department.  A letter of thanks from the Recreation Director is attached.

6. The Main Street Program has requested the use of Gill Park again this year for the Downtown Block Party on August 1, 2014.  A copy of the letter of authorization provided to them is attached.
7. The City Finance Dept. balanced taxes as of 8:25 AM on July1, 2014 to the penny.  This is a busier time of year for the Finance Dept.  They have done an outstanding job.
8. There will be a Hearing on Preliminary Injunction for the case of the City of Berlin v. Paul Croteau on July 16, 2014 at 9:00 AM in Superior Court.  The City is seeking injunctive relief for the unpermitted uses of properties on Jericho Road by Mr. Croteau as junk yard facilities.
9. The City Berlin v. Great Lakes Hydro case before the Board of Tax and Land Appeals concluded the Hearing phase on June 27, 2014.  Mr. George (Skip) Sansoucy, the City’s utility appraiser, gave direct testimony and was cross examined over the 26th and 27th.  It could be several months before we receive the BTLA decision.  The BTLA decision will be appealable to the Supreme Court should that be necessary.

10. On July 8, 2014 at 10:00 AM at City Hall an Emergency Services and Municipal Services focused meeting will be held with various groups associated with the upcoming ATV Festival.  A similar meeting was held last year to coordinate City and Emergency services.

11. I will be on vacation from July 14th through July18th. As always, I will have phone and email access.
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