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 U.S. Secretary of Transportation Elaine L. Chao Announces Availability of  

$1 Billion to Upgrade American Infrastructure 

  

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) today published a Notice of 

Funding Opportunity (NOFO) to apply for $1 billion in Fiscal Year (FY) 2020 discretionary 

grant funding through the Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) 

Transportation Discretionary Grants program. 

  

“BUILD grants will upgrade infrastructure across America, making our transportation systems 

safer and more efficient,” said U.S. Transportation Secretary Elaine L. Chao. 

 

As the Trump Administration looks to enhance America’s infrastructure, FY 2020 BUILD 

Transportation grants are for planning and capital investments in surface transportation 

infrastructure and are to be awarded on a competitive basis for projects that will have a 

significant local or regional impact. BUILD funding can support roads, bridges, transit, rail, ports 

or intermodal transportation.   

 

Projects for BUILD will be evaluated based on merit criteria that include safety, economic 

competitiveness, quality of life, environmental sustainability, state of good repair, innovation, 

and partnership.  

 

To better address the needs of rural America, which has historically been neglected, DOT intends 

to award 50% of BUILD Transportation grant funding to projects located in rural areas that 

deliver positive benefits for these communities, consistent with the Department’s R.O.U.T.E.S. 

initiative. For this round of BUILD Transportation grants, the maximum grant award is $25 

million, and no more than $100 million can be awarded to a single State, as specified in the 

appropriations act. 

 

To provide technical assistance to prospective applicants, DOT is hosting a series of webinars 

during the FY 2020 BUILD grant application process. A webinar on how to compete for BUILD 

Transportation Grants for all applicants will be held on February 25, 2020. Further details will be 

made available at https://www.transportation.gov/BUILDgrants. The deadline to submit an 

application is May 18, 2020. 

 

For more information, please visit https://www.transportation.gov/BUILDgrants. 
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